First United Methodist Church of Gilbert
April 8, 2018
331 S. Cooper Rd. Gilbert, AZ 85233
480-892-9166 www.firstgilbert.church
Office Hours: Monday–Thursday 8:30am–4:30pm
Friday by appointment
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCofGilbert

Welcome!

Enter with joy in your heart. We are glad you came!
Traditional Service • 8:00 and 9:30 am
Please fill out the attendance card and place in the offering plate.
Ringing of the Bell
*Welcome and Greeting

Rev. Tina Rees

Please greet those around you and let them know how glad we are that they are here.

Prelude

Toccata on the “Easter Hymn”
by Page Long

Sue Hunter, organ

*The Call to Worship
Leader
Leader: Give thanks to our risen Lord this holy day.
People: May we continue to celebrate the good news of Easter day.
Leader: Today we celebrate anew the wondrous hope and joyous promise of
new life lived in the presence of our risen Lord.
People: Now in our worship we celebrate with great thanksgiving and
join together in songs and hymns of praise and adoration.
*Opening Song

“He Lives”

#310

*Opening Prayer
Leader
Mighty God, with grateful hearts we welcome you on this Second Sunday
of Easter. We joyously repeat the ancient Christian greeting: "Christ is
risen!" "He is risen indeed!" Thank you for the forgiveness and the
promise of newness, in this life and beyond, which in your amazing grace,
you extend to us, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Savior. Amen.
Anthem

River in Judea
by John Leavitt

The Chancel Choir

Our choir ministers in two services. In each service some depart for Sunday School.

Children’s Moment (8:00 only)
The Scripture Reading
Matthew 13:44-46
Leader:
This is the word of God for the people of God;
All:
Thanks be to God!

Rev. Gwen Mader
Leader

Prayer for Openness to the Word
Pastor:
Now may the words of my mouth,
People:
And the meditations of our hearts,
All:
Be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
Amen.
The Message
*Song of Response

Going Deeper—Dive In!
“Treasure Hunting”
“Crown Him With Many Crowns”

Reception of New Members (9:30)
Prayers
Prayer Response

Rev. Gwen Mader
#327

Veronica and George Dailey

“More Precious Than Silver”

Rev. Tina Rees
#2065, TFWS

*Offering
The Offertory
Deep River arr by Lloyd Larson
Sue Hunter, piano
*Presentation of Offering “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
#95
*Prayer of Dedication
Leader
*The Lord’s Prayer
A Word from our District Superintendent
*Closing Song

“Thine Be the Glory”

#308

Blessing
Postlude

Toccata in F Major
Dietrich Buxhtehude

Sue Hunter, organ

*Congregation standing, as you are comfortable, otherwise sit with GUSTO!

Large print bulletins/hymnals and hearing assist devices
are available from the ushers.
If you would like someone to pray with you, Prayer Ministers
will be available following worship at the front of the Sanctuary.

Welcome!

Enter with joy in your heart. We are glad you came!
Contemporary Service • 11:00 am
Please fill out the attendance card and place in offering basket
at end of the service.
The Ringing of the Bell
Welcome and Announcements

Rev. Gwen Mader

A Word from Our District Superintendent
*Opening Songs and Prayer
The Scripture Reading
Matthew 13:44-46
Leader:
This is the word of God for the people of God;
All:
Thanks be to God!
The Message

Going Deeper—Dive In!
“Treasure Hunting”

Leader

Rev. Gwen Mader

Time of Response to the Word
Please respond to the goodness and grace of God in ways that are helpful to you.
Offering baskets are available at the front and at the doors as you exit.
Offer your heart and life to God as you offer your financial gift.
Place your attendance cards in the baskets.
The prayer rails are open and prayer ministers are available in front.

Communion is available to all, regardless of age or membership.
Be blessed! We are glad you worshiped with us!
*Congregation standing, as you are comfortable, otherwise sit with GUSTO!

Large print bulletins/hymnals and hearing assist devices
are available from the ushers.
If you would like someone to pray with you, Prayer Ministers
will be available following worship at the front of the Sanctuary.
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Welcome Guests!
We are so glad to have you worship with us. Please fill out the yellow
attendance form in the church bulletin and place it in the offering plate. Stop
by the Welcome Cart on the patio where you will find information about the
many activities our church has to offer. Join us in the Activity Center and on the
patio for coffee hour between worship services.

Children’s Activity Bags & Bulletins Available
There are bags and bulletins available for children to enjoy during the worship
service. The Children’s Activity Bags include activities for children 4-8 years
old. Please ask an usher for one on your way in, or pick one up in the lobby.

Prayer Requests
On the back of the yellow attendance card you can share a prayer request. You
can also indicate if you know of anyone ill, hospitalized, or in need of pastoral
care. The prayer chain can be reached at prayers@gilbertumc.org

Upcoming Adult Education Classes
Journey 202 (classes open to all, Journey 101 prerequisite removed):
Serving From the Heart • March 7 — April 25 • Wednesdays 6:30pm
Follow Me • April 25 — May 30 • Wednesdays 6:30pm
Meals are offered beforehand and professional child-care is available.
For information about enrollment, write the class name in the comments
section of the yellow attendance card and leave in collection plate; drop off in
office; call (480) 892-9166 or email secretary@gilbertumc.org.

Gilbert Men’s Ministry • Pathfinders Breakfast

Saturday April 14 • 7:00 am • Volunteers needed
To learn more, RSVP & sign-up contact Sean Comstock at seanrcom@gmail.com
www.firstgilbert.church

Office Phone: 480-892-9166

Volunteer Opportunities in
Congregational Care
Prayer Note Writers
Our Congregational Care prayer team is in need of
persons who can assist with writing notes to
persons sending in prayer requests each week. The ideal candidate would have the
gifts of encouragement and faith, know the Bible, be able to keep the confidentiality of
the requests, and be a person who cares deeply for others. The note writers meet
Mondays at 9:30 AM in room 133. Training will be provided.
Birthday/Anniversary Cards
Congregational Care sends out Birthday and anniversary cards to all our members and
constituents each year. If you would like to join the group that makes the cards, we
need you! We also can use your extra new store-bought cards. To join in this effort,
contact Molly Belcher at billandmollie@hotmail.com or pastorgwen@gilbertumc.org

Congregational Care Support Groups
For more information about groups and other support available,
please contact Pastor Gwen at pastorgwen@gilbertumc.org

Wednesdays
6:30 - 8:30pm
Room 205

The Living Hope group is a 16
week curriculum-based support
group for those who have
experienced trauma or PTSD.
Facilitated by Beth Flores.

THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES

Please call office for information (480) 892-9166
Sunday, April 8
Time
815 Adult Class: Video and Discussion
8:15 am

Room
142

Christian History: The Power of Parable

9:30 am

133

Homebuilders Class: Watching various video presentations

9:30 am

142

Living the Questions: Christianity for the 21st century adult

11:00 am

142

Gen X: Ask, Faith Questions in a Skeptical Age
Tuesday, April 10

11:00 am 201
Time
Room

Women’s Bible Study: Discerning the Voice of God

9:00 am

142

Praying: Join us for a time of prayer
Wednesday, April 11

1:30 pm
Time

S
Room

Noon

133

Chat ‘n’ Chew: Gather to share lunch and fellowship

Fellowship Supper: $3 each/$12 max per family • POTLUCK NIGHT 5:30 pm

AC

Journey 101: “Serving God”

6:30 pm

200

Journey 202: “Becoming a Contagious Christian”

6:30 pm

201

Journey 202: “Serving from the Heart”

6:30 pm

133

Unshakable Trust: Find the Joy of Trusting God

6:30 pm

142

Lego Builders Club: Building Bible Stories (K-3rd)

6:30 pm

131

Living Hope: For those having experienced trauma or PTSD

6:30 pm

205

Time

Room

Alpha: Explore the basics of Christian Faith

6:00 pm

AC

DivorceCare: Support for those facing separation or divorce

6:30 pm

200

Time

Room

Gilbert Men’s Pathfinders Breakfast: Leading men to Christ

7:00 am

AC

GriefShare: Support for those grieving—join any week

9:00 am

140

Thursday, April 12

Saturday, April 14

Register Now for Preschool
Call for a Tour! Contact Lora or Adrienne at
preschool@gilbertumc.org or through the church
office at 480-892-9166.

ELECTRONIC GIVING

Get your feet wet with “Going Deeper—Dive In!”
This month’s sermon series
with Pastor Gwen
April 8
April 15

“Treasure Hunting”
“Going Overboard”

As part of the series, Pastor Gwen invites you to share photos of you
underwater, in the water, or diving in! pastorgwen@gilbertumc.org

Rio Texas Response & Recovery Mission • May 1—8
For more information, please visit www.riotexasresponse.org or contact
Michelle Reynolds at kmichellereynolds@gmail.com or (480) 370-4040.

Christianity in Art!
Presented by the Phoenix Art Museum
The FUMCG Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study invites you to
join us for a special presentation from the Phoenix Art Museum on
Tuesday, April 10 at 9:15 am in the library (Room 142).
For any questions, please contact:
Christy Robertson Yoder at roberch1@yahoo.com
or Deanna Helland at dzhelland@yahoo.com

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

For questions contact Janelle Chiricuzio at
childrensministry@gilbertrumc.org

SUNDAY SCHOOL—Classrooms
9:30

Preschool
Kinder—First
Second—Fourth
Fifth—Sixth

Room 146
Room 144
Room 205
Room 203

11:00

Kinder—Sixth

Room 205

FIRST KIDZ - March Curriculum
Preschool
We have some BIG NEWS for you! Are
you ready for it?
JESUS. IS. ALIVE!

Elementary & Preteen
God View: The
connection
between
honesty and
God’s character,
as shown
through God’s
big story.

Older Youth—Wednesday Nights
We have the privilege of telling
preschoolers that Jesus is God’s Son, He
is alive, and He wants to be their friend
forever. It truly is BIG NEWS!

Wednesday Nights
Lego Club
Building Bible Stories (K-3rd grade)
6:30 pm • Room 131

The youth will be
working on a new
book The
Kingdom
Experiment youth
edition which looks at the Beatitudes.
They also will be working on a dramatic
piece that they will be creating, writing,
and then acting out! Please look for this
to make its way to our congregation!
Wednesday nights 6:30-8:00 pm

Youth News (7th—12th Grade):

Please contact Ray Vallera at youthministry@gilbertumc.org
regarding Youth and Family Ministries at First Gilbert.

Youth Sunday Morning Studies
Senior High • Meet in Room 140
Junior High • Meet in Room 200
Studying Matthew 13:44-46

Confirmation Class
No class today—Enjoy the games, food and fun at the Picnic!

Youth Sunday Evening Gathering • Meet in Activity Center
No gathering today—Enjoy the games, food and fun at the Picnic!

Mission Trips • Deposits were due April 2 • Friends invited to Join
Junior High • July 1-6 • San Diego, CA • One spot available
$406 estimated (excluding fun day)
Senior High • July 8-14 • Tsaile, AZ • Seven spots available
$509 estimated (excluding fun day)

Spring Picnic • Sunday April 8 • 4-7pm
Lawn Behind Activity Center
We’ll begin setup @ 2:30 pm as picnic starts at 4 pm. Everyone welcome! Live
Music, bounce house for little kids, games, and much fun. Church providing
grilled hamburgers & hotdogs. Please bring side dishes & desserts based upon
the first letter of your last name.
Dessert for last names A-H • Side dish for last names I-S • Salad for T-Z

Thank you for attending our services today
Our church has a vision to continuously “Grow in the likeness of Christ.”
To do this we strive to be serving, giving and welcoming.
If you have any questions on where rooms are or opportunities here at the
church please stop by our Welcome Cart for a map and assistance.
This bulletin includes information on education, events and service
opportunities. If any activity piques your interest please contact us at
connection@gilbertumc.org
All are welcome to join us in fulfilling our mission and vision!

Nursery & Comfort Room
Nursery care is available from 7:45am – 12:30 pm, staffed with professional
care givers. The nursery is located in room 131 & 132.
Nursery care is also available for pre-planned meetings/events.
A Comfort Room for parents with young children is located at the South end
of the lobby, just outside the Sanctuary. This is a comfortable room that
provides a great view of the sanctuary and audio of the service.

Servants in Worship

Leader

8:00
Kevin Becker
Sean Comstock
Jennifer Karavakis

9:30
Dennis Young
Susan Young
Garin Campbell

Greeters

Jean Langdon

Coffee Hour Mary Vrana
Dan Vrana

Sharon Kotsonas
Karl Kotsonas
Andy Rodriguez
Val Kellogg

Prayer
Ministers

June Morrison
Aryn Peppin

Ushers

Mike Miller

11:00
Linda McKinley
Tom McKinley

Aryn Peppin

Sunday Morning Worship
8:00 and 9:30 Traditional • 11:00 Contemporary

