
Thank you for attending our services today. 
Our church has a vision to continuously “Grow in the likeness of Christ.”   

To do this we strive to be serving, giving and welcoming.   
 

If you have any questions on where rooms are or opportunities here at the church please 
stop by our Welcome Cart for a map and assistance.   This bulletin includes information 

on education, events and service opportunities.   
If any activity piques your interest please contact us at Volunteer@gilbertumc.org.   

All are welcome to join us in fulfilling our mission and vision! 
 

Nursery & Comfort Room 
Nursery care is available from 7:45am – 12:30 pm (all three worship services), staffed 

with professional care givers.  The nursery is located in room 131 & 132.  Nursery care is 
also available during Wednesday night activities and for pre-planned meetings/events.   

 
A Comfort Room for parents with young children is located at the South end of the lobby, 
just outside the Sanctuary.  This is a comfortable room that provides a great view of the 

sanctuary and audio of the service. 
 

Servants in Worship 

 
                                                                           

Sunday Morning Worship 
8:00 & 9:30 Traditional 

11:00 Contemporary 

               8:00            9:30 11:00 

 Ushers Mike Harris 
James Ramsey 

Carlos & Beth Flores Tom & Linda McKinley 

 Leaders Therese Pineda Charlotte Hazelrigg  

 Greeters Bruce & Terry Bettis Mary Lou Johnson  
 Coffee Hour Tommy & Pam  

Campbell 
Margie Sessums & 
Joan Krueger 

Christine Bayer 
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Welcome  
Enter with joy in your heart. We are glad you came! 

Traditional Service 8:00am & 9:30am 
Please fill out the attendance card and place in the offering plate. 

 

Prelude             “When Morning Gilds the Skies” by Wood         Kevin DeYager,  Organist            
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
*Welcome and Greeting 

Please greet those around you and let them know how glad we are that they are here. 
 
*Centering Song                        “Surely the Presence of the Lord”                                         #328 
 
*Call to Worship                                  (Romans 10:13-15)                                       Leader 

  

 
*Opening Song                           “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations ”                      #569 
 
*Opening Prayer                                                                   Leader 
God of all people, everywhere, we gather as your children to remind ourselves that 
not all persons have heard of your love.  Not all have been touched by your grace.  Not 
all have received your forgiveness.  We confess that we have  often cared more about 
ourselves than we do about those who have not yet heard the good news. We have 
been unwilling to share the goodness you have given to us with others.  Forgive us, we 
pray.  Break our hearts for what breaks yours:  the last, the lost and the least.  Give us 
the will and the way to become proclaimers of your love, now and always.  We pray in 
the name of Love, Jesus our Christ.  Amen. 
 
Anthem                                      “We are Called” by Haas/Province                        Chancel Choir  

“We thank our choir for blessing us with music in two services  
   and excuse them at 8:00 to attend Sunday School. 

Leader: Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

People: But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? 
Leader: And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? 

People: And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 
Leader: And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? 
All: As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 

news!” 

Gray Matters 
This Sunday School class will begin a new study next Sunday 9/25.  The study is an 
eight-week  exploration of the Bible’s grand story and where you fit into it.  The study 
was developed by Andy Stanley.  Gray Matters meets on Sundays at 11am in room 201. 

Faith, Family & Fearless Conversations 
This Sunday School class will begin a new study today, September 18th.  The study is a 
six-week discussion on what it means to be a church member.  The discussions are 
based on the Thom S. Rainer book “I am a Church Member.”  This class meets every  
Sunday at 9:30am in room 202. 

Living the Questions 
The Living the Questions Adult Sunday School class is exploring the relevance of a 
Christian faith in the 21st Century.  We go back to the foundations of the faith to redis-
cover the historical Jesus, see his life in context of his Jewish life, explore the meaning of 
the Kingdom of God and the ministry of compassion.  We will discuss some alternative 
views of the atonement and resurrection.  A key theme includes the ways we can help to 
create the Kingdom of God.   

We discuss openly how Christianity can speak to the educated, and analytical modern 
citizen.  The class meets every Sunday at 11 AM in room 142.  Join us to thoughtfully 
consider a wide range of information and opinions.  If you have questions, contact Odus 
or Diana Elliott at dbelliott@msn.com.  

You are Cordially Invited to a District-Wide Celebration 
Join us as we welcome our new District Superintendent, Rev. N. Susan Brims and new 
pastors to our district.  Worship and reception will be held today at First UMC Mesa   
located at 15 E. 1st Avenue in Mesa.  Worship begins at 3pm, reception immediately   
after. 

mailto:dbelliott@msn.com


 
The Children’s Moment (8:00am)                                                            Rev. Gwen Mader  
 
The Scripture Lesson                     Acts 4: 5-12                                                           Leader 
Leader:    This is the word of God for the people of God. 
People:    Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer for Openness to the Word                                         

 
 

The Message                “Hard Questions:  What about  
      My Jewish / Muslim / Buddhist Neighbor?”     Rev. Deborah Lerner 
 
*The Song of Response                        “I Love to Tell the Story”                              #156 
 
Prayers 

Following the prayer response, prayer ministers are available in the back corners. 
   Response to Prayer           “Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying”            #2163 
 
Offering 
The Offertory      “I Call to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ” by Bach   Kevin DeYager, Organist     
*Presentation of the Offering   “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”         #95 

*Prayer of Dedication 
              *The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                        #895 
 
*Closing Song                                 “Go, Make of All Disciples”                           #571 

*Blessing 
 
Postlude                                     “Allegro Vivace” by Handel           Kevin DeYager, Organist 
 

 
*Congregation standing, as you are comfortable, otherwise sit with GUSTO! 

Following worship, enjoy a time of fellowship on the patio and in the Activity Center.   
Thanks for coming! 

 
Large print bulletins/hymnals and hearing assist devices are available from the ushers.  

Pastor: Now may the words of my mouth, 
People: And the meditations of our hearts, 
All: Be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 

Smart Phone? Smart Giving! 
Today, September 18 between all services, a special table will be set up in the courtyard 
to help you set up electronic giving, teach you how you can do this easily on a regular 
basis and explain how electronic giving can be an advantage to you and the church.   

Walk for Homeless Families 
Sign up to join this annual walk that benefits UMOM.  The event is Saturday, September 
24th at the Phoenix Zoo.  You can choose the 1K or 5K Walk/Run which both begin at 
8am.  With the registration fee you will receive a t-shirt and admission to the zoo.  The 
Mission team will be on the patio today with registration information. 

Munch & Mingle 
Munch and Mingle is a time for individuals, both singles and couples alike, to come to-
gether for food and fellowship. Once you register, you will be placed into a group where 
you meet monthly for a meal and discussion. The groups will be organized and will meet 
in October, November, and December.   After the first of the year, registration will happen 
again and new groups will be formed in order that more connections are made! 
Here's the link: https://firstgilbert.wufoo.com/forms/munch-and-mingle-registration/ 

Be the Host with the Most 
We are asking for volunteers to greet and be the welcoming face and 
hands to everyone who comes to worship with us for the coffee hour 
in between services each Sunday morning.  Although the actual task 
of preparing the coffee, lemonade and refreshments is not a difficult 
one it is extremely important service within the church.   Training is  
provided, there is a budget for everything prepared and we need volunteers to create 
hospitality for everyone who worships with us that reflects God’s love and kindness.  
Please review the dates below and find an open spot that you can fill.   
 
Please let Michelle Reynolds know where you can help via email                    
kmichellereynolds@gmail.com. 
 
Date        Set Up/Host (8am)       Host/Clean Up (9:30) 
9/25/16                Gray Matters Sunday School 
10/02/16                Lori Wiemers 
10/09/16    
10/16/16                Margie Sessums & Joan Krueger 
10/23/16  Faith, Family & Fearless Conversations 
10/30/16  Christian Women’s Fellowship    Christian Women’s Fellowship 

https://firstgilbert.wufoo.com/forms/munch-and-mingle-registration/


 

CARDBOARD CITY 2016 
October is quickly arriving which means it's Cardboard City time! From Saturday,     
October 15th 3:00pm to Sunday, October 16th 8:00am we will be having some fun at 
Scottsdale Stadium with music, festivities, packing hygiene kits, and of course sleeping 
in cardboard boxes!  This event is truly special and I am excited to offer it up for the 
youth again! Over 300 people, young and old, come together for one fun-filled evening 
to create Cardboard City on the floor of the Scottsdale Stadium (San Francisco Giants 
spring training field). This event is to raise awareness and funds to help create a better 
future for our city's homeless children, their families, and pets.  
 
This event is put on by Family Promise of Greater Phoenix, the organization that we 
partner with throughout the year. All donations are tax-deductible and benefit the  
ministry of Family Promise.  To RSVP, please contact Ryan at youthminis-
try@gilbertumc.org. There is no “set cost” for admission, but we are fundraising for 
Family Promise (encouraged donation per student is $25 or more). 
 

FACEBOOK PAGE 
“Like” our new Facebook page to stay updated: search for First Gilbert Youth or go to 
facebook.com/firstgilbertyouth 
 

NO SUNDAY EVENING GATHERING 
There will be no Sunday Evening Youth Gathering tonight. We will resume normal 
Youth activities next Sunday, September 25th.  

Ryan Collins, Director of Youth & Family Ministries                                                            youthministry@gilbertumc.org 

YOUTH NEWS 

Sunday School 
Sunday Mornings, 9:30-10:30 
Meet in room 140/141  
  
 
 

Sunday Youth Night 
Not meeting today, resume 
next Sunday 9/25. 
 

Youth Ministry Programming is for Youth from 7th Grade—12th Grade.   

Welcome  
Enter with joy in your heart. We are glad you came! 

Contemporary Service 11:00 am 
Please fill out the attendance card and place in the offering plate during our third song. 

 

 
Ringing of the Bell 
 

*Opening Songs 

Children Kindergarten through 6th grade are invited to depart with our Children’s Ministry 
Director for Kidz Worship.   They can be picked up in Room 205 after worship.   

They are also welcome to stay. 
Offering 
 

Prayer 

 

A Reading from  Scripture    Acts 4:5-12  

 Reader:  The Word of God for the People of God! 
 All:       Thanks be to God! 

  

Today’s Message                       “Hard Questions: What About My  
                                                     Jewish/Muslim/Buddhist Neighbors?”    Rev. Deborah Lerner 

A Prayer Minister is available in the back for the remainder of the service. 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism                          Jonathan Scott Grindle 

 
The Sacrament of Communion 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
 Giving the Bread and Cup 
 Prayer After Communion 

 

Announcements 
 

*Closing Song  
 
Sending Out into the World 

*Congregation standing, as you are comfortable, otherwise sit with GUSTO! 
Large print bulletins and hearing assist devices are available from ushers. 

Thanks for coming!   

First United Methodist Church of Gilbert 
331 S. Cooper Road Gilbert, AZ 85233 

480-892-9166 
www.firstgilbert.church   info@gilbertumc.org 

Office Hours: 8am-4pm 
Like us on Facebook or Check In that you are here! 

http://www.facebook.com/FUMCofgilbert 

FOR MOBILE GIVING 
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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 

The flowers today are in honor of our granddaughter Hud-
son’s first birthday.  Love, Mike & Elaine Miller 

www.firstgilbert.church                                                                                                               Office Phone: 480-892-9166 

Welcome Guests! 
We are so glad to have you worship with us this  morning.  Please fill out the yellow  
attendance form in the church bulletin and place in the offering plate.  Feel free to stop 
by the Welcome Cart on the patio where you will find information about the many     
activities our church has to offer.  We hope you will join us in the  activity center and on 
the patio for coffee hour in between worship services.   
 

Nursery Care Provided 
Professional child care is available in the nursery each Sunday from 7:45am—
12:30pm.   There is also a comfort room available here in the church Sanctuary.  Also  
available in the lobby are large print bulletins, a print out of this week’s Church          
calendar, hearing devices and children’s activity bags. 
 

Children’s Activity Bags & Bulletins Available 
There are bags and bulletins available for children to enjoy during the worship service.  
The Children’s Activity Bags include activities for children 4-8 years old.  Please ask an  
usher for one on your way into church or pick one up in the lobby. 
 

Prayer Requests 
On the back of the yellow attendance card you can share a  prayer request.  You can  
also indicate if you know of anyone ill, hospitalized, or in need of  pastoral care.  The 
prayer chain can be reached at prayers@gilbertumc.org. 
 

Come See Our New Look!   
TODAY Sunday, September 18th 2:30 in the Sanctuary 
The concept design for our new building has been revised and we want to share it with 
you!  You are invited to a brief meeting to see the new look, ask questions, and give 
feedback.  All are welcomed.  Those who have made pledges to fund the building are 
especially encouraged to be present.   

First United Methodist Church of Gilbert September 18, 2016 

Altar Flowers 

FIRST KIDZ 
Janelle Chiricuzio, Director of Children Ministries                                                      childrensministry@gilbertumc.org 

FirstKIDZ 
Sunday Mornings, 9:30-10:30 
  
 
 

Wednesday Wilds 
For our Pre-Kindergarten through 3rd graders Wednesday Wilds  is in room 205 at 6:30pm  
The group will be  learning about the Fruit of the Spirit.   For our 4th-6th graders on 
Wednesday nights they can join in the Narnia Book Club in room 203.   The kids will be 
reading “The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe”.   This class meets at 6:30pm.   

KIDZ Worship 
Sunday Mornings, 11am-12pm 
Meet in Worship Center Lobby, 
pick up in Room 205. 

Children Ministry Programming is for children nursery age to 6th Grade.   

FirstKIDZ Sunday School 
 

First Look (Preschool):    

Week 3 of discussing “Dive-In” to learn to trust 

God.  This week’s class will talk about Jonah 1:1

-3:10.  Jonah learns the hard way that God’s 

way is always best. 

 

 

 

 

252 (Elementary):   

In week 3 of the “High Wire: Daring to Trust” 

series the classes will be talking about Joseph 

interpreting the Pharaoh's dreams in Genesis 41.  

The bottom line is when the  pressure is on, you 

can trust God is with you. 



UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday September 18, 2016 Time Room 

815 Sunday School: The class is studying  “If You Want to Walk on 
Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat” by John Ortberg.   

8:15 am 133 

Christian History:  Studying and discussing “Jesus before the Gospels” by 
Bart D. Ehrman.  This study looks at how the earliest Christians remem-
bered, changed and invented their stories of the Savior.    

9:30 am 133 

Homebuilders Class:  Watching various video presentations from    
speakers such as Andy Stanley, John Ortberg and Dennis Prager.      

9:30 am 142 

Faith, Family & Fearless Conversations:  Studying  Thom S. Rainer’s  
“I Am A Church Member” 

9:30 am 202 

Living the Questions:  This class explores the meaning of faith in the 
21st  century.   A key theme includes the ways we can help to create the 
Kingdom of God. 

11:00 am 142 

Gray Matters:  Class is studying  “Life Rules” study by Andy Stanley.  
The study focuses on God’s set of life rules that can improve current rela-
tionships and mend broken ones.   

11:00 am 201 

Tuesday September 20, 2016 Time Room 

Tuesday Women’s Bible Study:   “Seamless” by  Angie Smith 9:00 am 142 

Praying:  Taking time out of a busy week to pray for others. 1:30 pm S 

Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS):  Meets every Tuesday 5:30 pm 140 

Wednesday September 21, 2016 Time Room 

Chat & Chew:  Bring a sack lunch and join in fellowship and hymns.   12:00 pm 133 

Fellowship Dinner:  Enjoy dinner with friends and family.  5:45 pm AC 

Alpha:  Answering questions about Jesus. 6:30 pm AC 

Confirmation:  Basic tenets of our faith for youth (7 Grade & older). 6:30 pm 200 

Christianity & Islam:  Review of  beliefs and practices. 6:30 pm 142 

Hurting Moms, Mending Hearts:  Developing freedom from pain.  6:30 pm 201 

Serving from the Heart:  Assess your spiritual gifts. 6:30 pm 133 

Wednesday Wilds:  Pre-K to 3rd Grade, Fruit of the Spirit lessons. 6:30 pm 205 

Wednesday Wilds:  4th—6th Grade:  Narnia Book Club  6:30 pm 203 

Thursday September 22, 2016 Time Room 

New Member Class:  “I Am The Church” study for new and current 
members. 

6:30 pm 201 

Divorce Care:  Support group for those separated and divorced. 6:30 pm 200 

Saturday September 24, 2016 Time Room 

Weight Watchers:  Weekly meeting for weight management. 8:00 am 142 

Grief Share:  Support group for those grieving the loss of a loved one. 9:30 am 133 

Connect With Us! 
If something below interests you please reach out.  All help is greatly appreciated! 
 

Let’s Connect—Join us on September 24th in the Activity Center in-between services to 
talk about the upcoming mission trip to South Africa.  The Orchard Africa team will be 
there to discuss our journey and upcoming events that will help representatives from 
this church share Christ’s love to those in need in South Africa.  Let’s Connect is for     
everyone; newcomers and folks that have been here a long time.  All are welcome,    
questions are encouraged! 
 

Music Ministry Opportunities— 
 The Chancel Choir rehearsals are held each Wednesday 7-8:30 pm in the Sanctuary. 
 Wesleyan Bells rehearsals are in the Bell Room 130 on Wednesday evenings at 

5:30pm.   If you have thought about joining, you are invited to come to rehearsals and 
try it out.   No experience is necessary, but one must be able to read music  (or be 
willing to learn; we can teach you). 

 Children’s Choir (4 years old—6th grade) practices 10:45-11:00am in the Choir room 
every Sunday morning. 

 Any questions regarding the music program please contact Marty Province at               
music@gilbertumc.org. 

 

Explorer’s Class—Hear a brief presentation on key United Methodist beliefs and      
practices, receive a folder of materials for future reference, meet some key leaders, hear 
a little about our ministries, and learn what our vows of membership are and what they 
mean.  You will have an opportunity to let us know how you want to be further involved, 
whether you choose to join or not.  The next class is Monday, October 10th 6:30pm in 
room 142. 


