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ñFor God so 

loved the 

world, that he 

gave his only 

begotten Son, 

that  

whosoever  

believeth in 

him should not 

perish, but 

have  

everlasting 

life.ò 

John 3:16 

Holy Week 
March 20thðPalm Sunday 
Services at 8am, 9:30am and 11am 
Palm Processional all services 
Commitment Sunday for Building on the Past, Believing in the Future 
 
March 24thðMaundy Thursday 
Service at 7pm 
Holy Communion, a dramatic presentation and stripping of the     
sanctuary 
 
March 25thðGood Friday Tenebrae Service 
Service at 7pm 
A solemn Service of Darkness and Light 
 

March 27thðEaster Sunday  

6am Sunrise Service in the Prayer Garden 
Youth Praise Band, Ryan Collins preaching, and communion 
 
8am and 9:30am Traditional Services 
Organ, choir and brass ensemble 
 
11am Contemporary Service 
Praise Band and Communion 

The Evangel 
First United Methodist Church of Gilbert March 2016  

Easter Sunday Breakfast 
Boy Scout Troop 88 is hosting our Annual Easter Pancake      
Breakfast on Easter Sunday.   We are serving a delicious breakfast 
buffet consisting of pancakes, eggs, bacon, sausage, cereal, fruit 
and more!   Breakfast will be available starting after the Sunrise  
Service and going through the beginning of  the 11 am Contempo-
rary Service.  Donations are accepted and will help Scouts attend 
Summer Camp and the Troop purchase camping equipment.    
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A Message from Pastor Deborah 
ƟLord, what do You want to do through me?Ơ 
 

It has been a busy spring, and the month of March looks every bit as busy.  We are 
moving through the final days of the Lenten season, a season of spiritual prepara-
tion before the joyous celebration of the resurrection on Easter Sunday.  
 
We are also moving through the final days of our capital campaign, Building on the 
Past, Believing in the Future.  This has also been a time of spiritual preparation:  a time of reflection on who 
and whose we are and how God has been, is and will be at work within our congregation especially as we 
pray the prayer ñLord, what do you want to do through me?ò 
 
The special Sundays in February were wonderful:  Gratitude Sunday, when we reflected on how often we are 
distracted from giving thanks for all that has already been given by our wish lists and perfectionism.  That day 
we took time to purposefully give thanks to God for his presence and activity in our lives and through our 
church.  The gratitude cards you filled out have beautified our sanctuary and filled our spirits ever since. 
 
Ministry Sunday was a strong reminder of all God has called us to do and be and how God has      
empowered our ministries.  The 39 banners representing significant ministries within the church and in the 
community give witness to our faithfulness to Godôs call and the lives that have been touched as a result! 
The cardboard testimonies that day brought the message up close and personal:  when we lean on God, 
God provides everything we need and sees us through difficult moments to the other side. 
 
Still ahead is Celebration Sunday, March 6, when we will gather to simply be together and get a better 
picture of the vision God has given us.  We will enjoy a new video in worship, then gather under a tent on the 
grass and walk around the outlines of our building, stretching our imaginations to grasp the fullness of what 
the new building / bathrooms / elevator / meeting space / increased security / nursery renovation will mean 
for our ministry together.  Plan to be here for breakfast burritos and sandwiches all morning long. 
 
The next Sunday, March 13, you will be invited into a prayer walk around the campus praying for the groups 
of people whose lives will be touched by increased accessibility, a larger music rehearsal space, a more 
functional nursery, and the funding of our trustees critical needs for capital maintenance. 
 
Finally, on Palm Sunday we will observe the festive entrance into Jerusalem with a palm processional but 
also take a moment to dedicate our commitments to the vision God has given us to ñBuild on the Future.ò 
 
Meanwhile you have received the Detail Brochure describing all the wonderful things we hope to accomplish 
as we work together to reach for Godôs vision for our church.  Please take time to reflect on the difference 
these things will make in our ministry together, preparing your hearts with the prayer, ñLord, what do you 
want to do through me?ò 
 
And then, on Easter Sunday, we will once again affirm that we are a people of hope, even in the face of the 
deepest darkness, as we move from the tomb and sorrow of Jesusôs 
death to a resounding affirmation that Christ is Alive, and nothing will 
ever be the same again!   
 
Donôt miss a minute of it.  God is at work in us, with us, through us, and 
you are a part of all God has to unfold in this place at this time. 
 
Blessings and Peace 
Pastor Deborah 
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Old Time Spring 

Picnic 

Come join us for a good old 
fashioned picnic!  Bring friends 
and family to enjoy festivities 
like bounce houses, face paint-
ing, sack races, and much 
more.  Celebrate Palm Sunday 
with your church family.   
 
Canôt wait to see you there! 
Sunday, March 20th from 
3pm to 6pm.  The event is 
FREE!! 
 
Chicken, rolls and drinks will 
be provided.  Help us out by 
bringing an item based on your 
last name. 

A to H: Dessert 
I to S: Side Dish 
T to Z: Salad 

 
Let us know if you are coming 
so we can include your family 
in our chicken and rolls count.  
Just stop by the Family      
Ministryôs cart before or after 
church!   
 
Need more information or 
would like to volunteer to help 
the Family Ministries team 
have another successful event; 
please contact: 
 

Kristy Bottesch 
K.bottesch@me.com 

 
Ryan Collins 

yourthministry@gilbertumc.org 

All Church Prayer Event 
The Lord tells us that he has plans for us. ñFor surely I know the plans I have 
for you,ò says the Lord, ñplans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 
future with hope.ò  (Jeremiah 29:11) 

On Sunday, March 13, 2016, between 7:30 am and 1:00 pm our capital    
campaign committee is sponsoring a prayer event.  The entire church family 
is invited to join in the culmination of our individual prayer, ñLord, What do You 
want to do through me?ò that we have prayed daily during the past several 
weeks.  We encourage each of you to join us on a Path of Prayers reflecting 
on all that this church means to us as individuals and as a community.  What 
plans does God have for the future at First United Methodist Church of       
Gilbert?  How are we called to be a part of those plans? 

Plan to come before your usual worship time and pray or stay after worship 
and pray.  Your whole family, including children, can be a part of your time of 
prayer.  We want to include everyone! 

¶ We suggest starting the path at the Healing Garden, but to avoid         
congestion, you may pray the path in any order.  We will have maps of the 
campus and instructions available in the courtyard. At each prayer station 
there will be cards with suggestions for prayer.  Your own personal     
prayers are encouraged.   

¶ Look for a numbered sign at each prayer station.  If you have questions, 
look for a volunteer who will be wearing a tag with a picture of our       
campaign prayer.   

¶ Stop and pray.  Spend as much or as little time as needed in prayer along 
the path.    

¶ Before leaving each station, place a sticker (which will be provided) on the 
numbered sign, indicating that you prayed there.   

¶ If it is difficult for you to walk the path, please use the map to guide your 
prayers, finger-walking through the campus. 

At the end of your walk, be sure and stop in 
the Activity Center and Courtyard for        
refreshments; share your hopes and dreams 
and how you can be a part of making them a 
reality.  Offer to pray for/with the campaign 
team members.   We are ñBuilding on the 
PastéBelieving in the Future.ò  Please 
join us in this special time.  We welcome 
you.  See you on March 13. 

Sunday, March 13th 7:30amð1:00pm 
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Detail Brochures and Renderings are Now Available! 

Detail brochures describing the goals, priorities, and costs of our proposed building and remodel-

ing projects were mailed on Thursday February 12 to all households we know who call First UMC 

ñhome.ò  If you somehow did not receive a detail brochure please let us know.  We have plenty of 

extras and want every household to have this great resource.   

If you HAVE received your brochure spend a little time reading it so you are up to date on the vision for the  

projects before us and the impact funding those projects will have on our church.  And all along, pray with us 

the prayer ñLord, what do you want to do through me?ò  It will change your life, and our church. 

 

Lead Gifts Report and Campaign Goals 

On Sunday February 7 our Capital Campaign Co-Chairs and Lead Gifts Chairperson made an amazing        

announcement about our Lead Gifts Process.  As of that date, 25 families had made commitments to the    

capital campaign for a total of $544,500!  Anticipate another announcement on Celebration Sunday, March 6, 

after we complete our Advanced Gifts events. 

Building on the Past,, Believing in the Future Capital Campaign 

Wednesday Night Fellowship 
Everyone is welcome to join us for dinner at 5:45pm, individual meal is $3 and it is $12 for a 
family.   The second Wednesday of the month is a potluck.  The church provides the main 
dish and those attending are asked to bring a side dish or dessert.  This monthôs potluck 
will be on March 9th and the main dish provided will be fried chicken.  On this date there is 
no set fee but a love offering towards the churchôs meals on Wednesday night will be    
greatly appreciated.  There will be no dinner on Wednesday, 3/24 due to the Holy Week.  In 
fact, check with your instructor as some classes will not be held on the 24th as well.   
Please note all of the classes and groups below start at 6:30pm. 

Wednesday Nigh Class/Group Description Room Facilitator Start/End Date 

Disciple Bible:  24 week study from Genesis to Revela-
tions  

Office Molly Hahn 1/13/16ð6/29/16 

Confirmation Class: 7th Graders and older on the  journey 
to confirmation.  

200 Ryan Collins, Gayle 
Disch & Aryn Peppin   

8/19/15ð5/11/16 

12 Extraordinary Women: How God shaped women of the 
bible and what He wants to do with you. 

140 Anna Stearns & Syl-
via Harris 

1/13/16ð3/23/16 

The Jesus Lifestyle: Based on Jesusô radical teaching 
from the Sermon on the Mount.  

142 Robin Lee 1/13/16ð2/24/16 

Anonymous: Discovering the Somebody You Are to God 201 Adriana Hernandez 2/17/16-3/23/16 

The Way: A Lent five week series 202 David Harriss 2/17/16ð3/16/16 

Jeremiah: Daring to hope in an unstable world. 133 Kay Pealstrom 1/13/16ð3/2/16 

Hurting Mom, Healing Hearts:  Working through the pro-
cess of a healing heart of a mom. 

204 Sharon Kotsonas 1/13/16ð3/30/16 

PTSD: Support group for those dealing with Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder 

133 Steve Hanson 3/9/16ðOngoing 

The Five Love Languages for Singles:  Knowing your love 
language helps everyone in all their relationships. 

201 Adriana Hernandez 3/30/16ð4/27/16 
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Perplexing, Amazing Faith 
By Rev. David J. Harriss 
 

The Easter story is a perplexing one. A man has risen from the deadéreally? 
This has never happened before, why should we believe it now? When perplex-
ing issues arise in our lives, it often raises doubts within ourselves and the way 
we understand our own worldview. Whenever the crossroads of doubt and faith 
come into our lives, we often take the path of least resistance.   
 
We come to the Easter text (Luke 24:1-12, Year C) where the women went to the tomb, bringing fragrant 
spices they had prepared. We find out that the tomb was rolled back and the body was not there. Also in 
this setting, 2 men appear that ask them, óWhy do you look for the living among the dead? He isnôt here he 
has been raised.ô  
 
What happens next is my favorite part of this Easter text, they go and tell the apostles. I must confess to 
you, I love the Easter texts in which the physical presence of Christ is absent. Within the Johannine text, we 
have the physical presence of Christ and I am aware that this is a favored text among many spiritual lead-
ers. However, I love the texts in which there is no tangible evidence and yet there is a presence of Christ 
among those who believe. I am attracted to the texts in which great faith is the driving force behind Christôs 
presence and not his physical appearance.  
 
Isnôt this our Easter story? Without seeing the physical presence of Christ in our lives, we believe that Jesus 
is a living reality in our midst. Without having physical, tangible, proof of Christ in this world, we know that 
Christ is resurrected and lives among us. In a day and age in which rational thought underscores the belief 
systems of many, Christians still believe in the presence of our Lord and Savior despite the prevalence of 
his physical form.  
 
What wonderful and amazing faith these women must have had on that Easter morning! They had substan-
tial conviction and assurance that Christ had been raised from the dead and they went and told others 
about his resurrection. In total disregard of how others would look at them, in total disregard of their status, 
in total disregard of mockery and ridicule, and in total disregard of any tangible evidence of Christôs immor-
tal state, they told others that Christ Jesus has been resurrected and he lives!! If we can take anything away 
from this scripture it should be this: If you and I want to encounter and experience the resurrected Christ in 
our midst, we must be willing to tell others about a Christ who is alive in this world. We often fail to tell this 
story due to a number of excuses: people wonôt listen to me; I am afraid of rejection; I donôt know how to do 
this. We are perplexed by a number of fearful outcomes and we fail to encounter a state of resurrection due 
to a lack of faith.  
 
God does not want our faith to be small. This God who raised Jesus from the dead can raise a church back 
to life.  This God who raised Jesus from the dead can raise a community back to life. Yet in order do so, we 
must be willing to go and tell others.    

  
As Easter people, we must act! Are you and I willing to leave the church with 
same type of enthusiasm and charisma? Will we be willing to go up to total 
strangers and say, ñJesus is alive! Christ is a living reality in your life and in 
mine. If God can raise Christ from the dead, he can overcome any grave and 
dismal state in your life and in mine.ò On this day, God raised Jesus from the 
dead and this God wants to do the very same thing with us. God wants to 
bring resurrected life to this church, with all of these programs, with all of the 
ministries here. So, take a leap of faith: go, act, and believe! May your life and 
mine be given new life through the transforming death and resurrection of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Happy Easter!  
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Preschool News 
Registration for 2016-2017 
We are NOW enrolling students for next school year.  
Our preschool has classes for ages 2, 3, and 4/5 year olds! 
Check out our website and give us a call for a tour! Please share this 
information with a friend. 
 
Mission of the Month 
In February, the preschoolers created    
Valentineôs to share with the residents of 
Sunshine Senior Living Center.  
 
Dr. Seuss Family Night 
On March 1st , from 6:00-7:00pm our      
preschool families gather in the preschool 
classrooms and courtyard to celebrate 
Reading and to spend some quality family 
time together.  Come join us for the fun! 
 
How can you help? 
¶ Would you like to visit a classroom and 
read a story? Teach about a hobby? 
Weôd love for you to share your passion 
with us! Call 480 892 9166 and ask for 
the preschool. 

¶ Take a few flyers from the church Wel-
come table and spread the news about 
Preschool Enrollment. 

 
If you have any questions about the preschool, please call  Lora Norris 
or Lara Fink, preschool directors at 480-892-9166. 
 

 

Coffee Hour 

Training 

Come be a part of the coffee 

hour hosting team.  We will be 

in the kitchen at 8 a.m. on both 

March 13th and March 20th to 

show you just how easy and 

fun it can be to serve your    

fellow church members.   

We all enjoy the coffee,     

goodies and fellowship time 

that the coffee hour provides 

us.  So meet Al & Michelle 

Reynolds in the kitchen to 

serve up some fun.  If you have 

any questions, please feel free 

to call (480) 219-2080 or email 

Michelle at           

kmichellereynolds@gmail.com. 

Join the Coffee Hour Hosting 

Team!! 

Pizza with the Pastor 
Sunday, March 13th at Noon in Activity Center 

Join the Pastor for  a FREE lunch and an            

opportunity to ask questions about the church. 

www.gilbertpreschool.com 

FUMCG Softball Team 
Meets at Freestone Park on Sundays 5:30pmð6:30pm 

Head out to Freestone Park on Sunday evenings and support and cheer for our team! 

Lord, what do You want to do through me? 

mailto:kmichellereynolds@gmail.com

